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SUMMARY

Tsujita, T, and Haklak, RB: Attitude and Aspect for Biomedical Articles of 4 Biggest
Newspapers in Japan. Politics of BioMedical Research 1: 14—32, 2003

For lay people, most decision whether to receive or refuse new biomedical technology
seems to depend on the feeling rather than the biomedical technology itself. An
important player in the formation of the feelings is media. We have studied on how new
biomedical research such as human genome, gene therapy, and reproductive treatment
has been treated in the newspaper from a viewpoint of bioethical feeling. The articles in
the four biggest newspapers in Japan (Asahi, Mainichi, Nikkei, and Yomiuri) were selected
for biomedical technology. The number of positive and negative words was counted for
each article, respectively. From the frequency of the words, every article was ranked 101
grades from 10.0 to 0.0 which is an attitude grade (K-value); the most positive one was
10.0 and the most negative one of 0. Almost all articles related to "Gene" and "Medicine"
were ranked as positive; for example, in Yomiuri, K-value was 7.9 and 7.2, respectively.
However, it turned out that almost all articles related to "Genetically Modified Food" and
"Clone (human)" were ranked as negative; for example, in Yomiuri, K-value was 2.2 and
1.8, respectively. Science is so-called as a double-edged sword. Fundamentally,
biomedical technology should be positive, because it intends to be useful for people. But,
we need to face at the real discrepancy between positive and negative attitudes of
newspaper articles.

Recommendation:
1. Media should write the role of the biotechnology even in negative review.
2. Scientists should directly communicate with lay people by themselves.
3. Japanese governments and universities should develop human resources for
communication between science and society.

Tsujita, T, and Haklak, RB: Department of Biology, Ochanomizu University, Bunkyo-ku,
Tokyo 112-8610, Japan
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